
Garden Bird Watch this month 27th December to 3rd January 2026 
Comments from members.  
Simon from Preston Road reported that he was pleased to hear several sparrows and a couple of 
song thrushes when walking down Church Lane (beyond the church) - neither visit my garden 
though. 
 
Carole from Old Granary reported nothing too exciting to report this month apart from we had two 
more visits from the Black Redstart early in November but unfortunately nothing since then. The 
birds have certainly been making use of the bird feeders. However, the Starlings take over on 
occasions.  

 

Sue and Jon from Old Bincombe Lane put out a moth trap on a mild 
night and were surprised and pleased to record this Meurville du 
jour moth, normally seen late September and into October. The 
larvae mainly feed on pedunculate oak, with the nearest located in 
the Veterans Wood, north of the waterworks. The pupae over-winter 
in the leaf litter.  
Although not common in Dorset and said to be found in ancient 
woods, Dorset Moth Group show dots in the squares around Sutton 
Poyntz.  

The banner photograph 
features the mistletoe on 
the poplars alongside the 
footpath from Puddledock 
Lane to the Bridge Inn. 
This year has been an 
exceptional year for fruit 
on both mistletooe and 
holly, due to the absence 
of may frost allowing 
mmany insects to 
pollinate the tine flowers.  

 

Although I have never felt cold, strong winds coupled with rain making up for the dry summer, 
have meant fewer wild flowers in bloom this December. Winter heliotrope has flowered as usual 
on both Sutton Road and Plaisters Lane, but I have not seen a primrose yet. Last year, I 
remember seeing them from October. The Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland organises a 
New Year flowering plant hunt. (BSBI.org). I will have a count up in SY7083. Ferns not allowed: 
grasses must be in flower. Dates 1st to 4th January 2026.  



Garden Bird Watch 

 

There is always discussion amongst garden bird 
people about the advantages of feeders or 
otherwise. Do they spread disease? Yes: if not 
cleaned occasionally. Chaffinch are particularly 
affected. One Sutton Poyntz resident complained 
to me that the carrion crow family prevented the 
small birds getting their fair share. Some 
manufacturers have gone to great lengths to stop 
grey squirrel and larger birds accessing the 
feeder.  

However, a new one turned up in Sutton Poyntz 
this month. Dave at Fox Cottage had not noticed 
his feeder was blocked. As his results come in a 
monthly continuous spreadsheet, the usual 
number of birds he lists was halved. The moral 
being: service your feeder regularly. Incidentally 
the image was taken using a trail camera. 

In general, 15 sets of results with a total of 34 species seen at an average of 14 per garden. 
Blackbirds are back in our gardens, but not in mine and four others. Blackcap appear to be over 
wintering in small numbers and just one report of a chiffchaff. Half of us noted chaffinch, which is 
good and some good numbers of goldfinch (illustrated on the feeder). There were also some 
decent flocks of long-tailed tit. A number of people venture out at night and hear tawny owl.  

Thank you everybody for your contribution in 2025. One of the National tasks planned for 2027-31 
is collecting fresh data for a National bird atlas. The protocols are being trialled by BTO so let us 
see if we can contribute. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year in 2026. 

 

 
 
 
 


