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GARDEN BIRD WATCH 23" to 29'" NOVEMBER

| started this Newsletter on Thursday 20™. Returning to complete it during the rain on Saturday 22"
the original had disappeared from my computer, which is annoying. There was only one comment
from a member: Carole from Old Granary reported:

“We have certainly had a week of mixed weather but it has been an excellent week for bird
sightings. The highlight has to be when looking out of the front window | was lucky enough to see
a female Black Redstart on the low wall outside which is a sighting usually reserved for our trips to
France although | have seen a Redstart in the UK before. It was good to see the return of the
Woodpeckers (both species on the same day). The starling murmurations have started at
Lodmoor but disturbed by up to three Marsh Harriers that interrupted proceedings which is a
shame. “

The black redstart must appear occasionally in the area because it is listed on our Excel
spreadsheet. Although | am not a good bird watcher, it is a species | associated with trips to The
Yorkshire Dales, particularly Swaledale in earlier times. These snippets from members really help
to make the Newsletter more interesting so please keep sending them.

Autumn is well and truly with us with most
trees having shed leaves. Making mistletoe
much more obvious. Female holly with its red
berries seems quite outstanding in many
places. The berries are still are still present
on pyracanth. Birds do not seem to like them
even in desperately cold times. Some apple
trees are still holding fruit, long after the
leaves have fallen. Peter Thomas writing in
the October edition of British Wildlife 37 (1)
October 2025 ascribes this a s a response to
climate change with the largest fruit in the
centre of a cluster being soft and eaten by
small animals once fallen.

The Friday group of conservation volunteers have secured funding for a linear orchard on Wessex
Water land just north of Fox Cottage. This has been on the wish list for quite some time so
congratulations on finding a suitable place and securing funding.
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Garden Bird Watch October 2025

Fourteen members sent a list. Thank you. A total of 37 species plus the black redstart. Interesting,
just one redwing reported by Ros. These usually fly in flocks which a good place to see them being
the cross roads at the top of Coombe Valley Road. My best flock so far was around 30 at National
Trust Turnworth on 18™. Whilst on thrushes one mistle thrush, no song thrush or fieldfare, eleven
reports of blackbird in quite small numbers. Blackbirds may be catching a virus. | suspect blackcaps
are under reported with just three sightings and only one bullfinch — a bird associated with orchards.

Caroline’s spot of two grey wagtail fly off their garage thatch followed both Penny and | seeing single
birds associated with the River Jordan by Brookmead Close. Seven people reported house sparrow,
which is declining but only this morning there was a loud call of a few on Barton Drive off Coombe
Valley Road. Jon on old Bincombe was delighted to record greenfinch as. well as chaffinch and
chiffchaff. Five records of Pied Wagtail but only three of us recorded starlings, which | occasionally
see in the tall poplars opposite Puddlediock Lane.

Grassland fungi:

This is one of the few | have seen this year
under an ash off Coombe Valley Road although
| did see a few brown-edge bonnet on a Sutton
Poyntz lawn on 5™ November. Frost earlier his
week has done this example no good.

The National Trust west Dorset Ecology
volunteers are just not seeing the usual
waxcaps and their allies on what is normally
good quality grassland.

Mammals

Early in the morning around dawn, | keep seeing a juvenile fox quite dark brown in colour off
Puddledock Lane and Sutton Road. Similarly, Roe Deer. In the same places. It is unusal not to
record grey squirrel in the month. All these sightings are easily logged on iRecord app on my mobile
phone.

Finally, the banner picture taken in early November is dewberry, normally flowering early June.

December is always a busy month for me, so please send your lists as soon as possible after 30"
November
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