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Garden Bird Watch and the BTO Atlas

RNt Jon Campbell suggested that we compared our results

‘ geee since 2009, with the national figures. He picked four
e T AR birds:

Greenfinch: The Atlas is reporting a 74% decline in winter visiting for
gardens with the most recent decline considered to be due to the
Trichomonosis virus. In 2009, we had 16 records from 13 participating
gardens, in 2010 it was 122 from 20 gardens, in 2011 it was 111 records
from 21 gardens and in 2012 93 records from 21 gardens, whilst so far
in 2013 64 records from 15 gardens. How can you help? Thoroughly
clean your bird feeders periodically.

Song Thrush: Overall the Atlas reports a 54% decline between 1970 to
2010 but there has been a small recovery since 1995. In Sutton Poyntz
36 records from 13 gardens in 2009; 52 records from 20 gardens in
2010; 34 records from 21 gardens in 2011; 28 records from 20 gardens
in 2012 and 16 records so far in 2013 from 15 gardens. A possible
cause is dryer soils in agricultural land not suiting a worm feeding bird.

Yellowhammer: Since the 1968-72 survey there has been an overall
range contraction of 21% with a breeding population decline by 55%.
Here it visits gardens on the edge of fields, especially if corn is provided
with a sharp increase in records in 2013, due to the cold snap early in
2013. It is regularly seen on the ridgeway above the village and in the
gorse shrub.

House Sparrow: The UK breeding population has declined by 69%
between 1977 and 2010 with numbers possibly stabilising in the last
decade. Here the average is ten birds per garden with maximum counts
of 40 at Fox Cottage and Wyndings.
It seems to be present in most
villages, but absent in large urban
areas such as Bournemouth. Here it
seems to favour thick areas of
bramble or hawthorn in gardens and
by roadsides. | see very few

in the Seven acre estate.
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